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Windrush Scandal 
The scandalous delays in compensating the 

victims are still going on.  Only a third of the 

compensation claims have so far resulted in a 

payment. 
 

When there are payments, the amounts are often 

totally inadequate.  For example, Vanderbilt 
McIntosh lost his job and his home after being 
wrongly classed as an illegal immigrant.  But 

despite an ordeal lasting decades and five 
rejected bids, when he did finally obtain 

compensation it was only for a single month of 

lost wages.  
 
People who get rejected often win their cases 
just by getting a lawyer to file the exact same 

paperwork.  Victims fighting without legal help 
are getting payouts that are almost eight times 

smaller than those with lawyers. 
 

The above information is from 38 Degrees who 
have set up an online petition calling for all 

claimants to be provided with legal help and for 

other changes aimed at bringing the scandal to 
an end.  The petition is available for signing at 

https://tinyurl.com/4bawaw7w 

 

 

LAMPAG’s Officers are: 
 

Chair: Ellen Lebethe 020 7582 5063 elebethe@talktalk.net 

Secretary: Stephen Carlill 020 7274 7008 stephencarlill@gmail.com   

Minutes Secretary: Hilary Rock-Gormley hilaryrockgormley@yahoo.co.uk  

Treasurer: Jennie Hall 020 8671 8752 jenniekh@hotmail.com   

Membership Secretary: Gloria Cameron 

Next Meeting 
Please note the venue 

Our next open meeting will be 

on Monday June 15th in 

Brixton Library from noon to 
2.30pm.  The library is not 

open to the public until 1pm.  

So, you will have to ring the 
doorbell to get in.  We will be 

meeting on the Ground Floor, 
which is two steps up from 

Windrush Square.  Completely 
level access is available.  Just 
ask the person who opens the 

door. 
 

We will have a guest speaker, 
Bybreen Samuels, who will 

endeavour to demystify 
Artificial Intelligence for us. AI 

seems to be very much the Big 
Thing at the moment. This will 

be a great opportunity to get 
an idea of what it is.  

 

There will be the usual tea, 
coffee and biscuits. Please 

bring prizes for a raffle. 
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 Missed Bargains 
 

If you are not online, you do miss out on some real bargains.  There are free 
tickets to an afternoon performance of the play “Care” at the Young Vic this 

Wednesday 10th June, details of which were publicised to members by email last 

week.  If this newsletter arrives by post by Wednesday morning and you want to 

come along, please phone Kwabena on 07401 625276 

 

There’s going to be a screening of the documentary film “Fearless” at the Brixton 

Ritzy on June 18th at 2pm, with tickets priced at just £5.  It features six women aged 
between 78 and 90 from British colonies invited to help rebuild the ‘mother country’ 

after WWII.  Representing Caribbean, Asian and Irish communities, their stories bring 

to life both personal journeys and key moments in modern British history.  This 

newsletter is being prepared on Sunday 7th June, when the cinema was fully booked 
except for five seats.  So again, this newsletter will probably arrive too late to book.  

Many things are cheaper online.  Some are only available online.  For example, 

if some items from a set of crockery are broken or chipped it is usually possible to 

buy cheap replacements, but only online. 

Some of our members object strongly to what they see as being, in effect, forced to 
use computers and the internet.  For the rest of us who are not online, there are 

computers in libraries and very basic help from library staff.    
 

Also, Clear Community Web provide Digital Drop-Ins, which “provide a friendly 
space to get questions answered or problems solved for your laptop, tablet or smart 

phone.   
You can also practice in a supported environment and get access to other local 
learning programmes.  

These sessions are a chance for you to drop-in with your device, sit down with a 

member of our team to get help with a single issue or develop your skills.  

No booking necessary, just turn up!”  The locations include 
 

Day Time Location 

Monday 14.00 - 16.00 
West Norwood Library 
1-5 Norwood High St, SE27 9JX  

Tuesday 14.00 - 16.00 
The Old Laundry 
Eastcote St, Stockwell, SW9 9BY 

However, there will not be any sessions between 3rd August and 4th September. 

If a member wants to be online but does not have a smartphone, tablet or 

laptop, LAMPAG might be able to supply one for free. 

LAMPAG is online at www.lampag.org 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/pVn2Kzke6xbQnick9
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Lambeth Council 
 

Lambeth will continue to have a Cabinet but changes have been made which 
we can reasonably hope will improve the quality of decisions.  

 

Previously there was a single Scrutiny Committee reviewing Cabinet Members’ 

decisions.  This was chaired and dominated by Councillors from the same party as the 

Cabinet members.  It was supposed to refer decisions back to the Cabinet if the 

decisions appeared to need further consideration, but this never happened.  
 

Now there is to be a committee for each Cabinet Member’s portfolio.  Each of these 

committees will include several Opposition Councillors and be chaired by an 

Opposition Councillor. 
 

The running down of Lambeth’s dementia service that has been going on for 

some months has been paused before it becomes irreversible.  Councillors will 
consider ways it could be funded. 

 

 

Recent Talks  
 
In our April open meeting there was a very informative talk about people forming 

groups to give each other help in claiming the benefits to which they are entitled.  
This was given by the Outreach Officer of Age UK Lambeth, who has been involved in 

starting such groups, and a member of such a group which is running successfully in 
Southwark. 
 

The help comprises assistance which might be available elsewhere, such as coping 

with lengthy bewildering forms, and help not available from other sources, such as 
accompanying another group member to a tribunal hearing. 

 

Any member who might be interested in being part of such a mutual support group 
should contact the Outreach Officer, Nick Phillips.  He works Tuesday to Thursday and 

his phone number is 07516 259564 

 

In May we had a talk, which at times was very moving, about the trauma suffered by 
young children left behind in the Caribbean when their mothers came to the UK for 

work or training.  The speaker, Shirley Blackwood, had been left at age 2 and was 

only reunited with her mother at age 10.  There was no bond between them and 
Shirley suffered into her 20s and 30s from a feeling that she was emotionally dead.  

Eventually, she largely overcame her emotional difficulties through a combination of 

hard work with a Counsellor and deep religious faith. 
 

In the discussion following the talk, there was mention of the common situation of 

children being brought from the Caribbean when they had younger siblings who had 

always lived in England.  It seems to have been quite common for such older children 
to be expected to be skivvies for the younger children. 

 

Shirley concluded her talk with two of her poems: 



 

Dry My Tears 
 

My soul cries 

My heart cries 

My spirit cries 
We are all crying 

 

I have suffered 

I am not innocent 

I have messed up 

I have had my cup 
 

Dry my tears  

Mend my heart 

Heal my spirit 
Give me a new start 

Oh, how I’ve cried, deep from my soul 

Only you know how I’ve felt, my soul 
I have been crying for many years 

The problem is no one saw my tears 

But you, oh Lord, have always been there 
Take me to that level that I have tried so 

Long to reach 
I am at your door, 

Knocking, to find your peace 
Am I angry with you Lord? 

Yes, I am 

Please forgive me, as I am trying to 
[understand 

That in my brokenness, you are my  

guiding hands 

 

 

Hope 
 

Never give up trying 

Even when times are tough 

Though you hear yourself say 
I have had enough 

 

Never give up hoping 

That your dreams will come true 

Hope is what you should look for 

As hope looks out for you  
 

Hope wants you to plan 

To see your future from afar 

Hope lights up your world 
Like a shining star 

 

Hope is relying on what you do not 
see 

And when you put your trust in hope 

It becomes reality 
 

 
(Both of these poems are 

included in a collection of 
Shirley’s poetry Spiritual 
Antenna.  This is available 

through AbeBooks.co.uk for 
£8.62 and from Amazon for 

£9.98.  These prices include 

postage and packing.)  

 

 

Tea Dance 
 
The Age UK Lambeth Tea Dance is an opportunity to dance a Tuesday afternoon away 

from 1.30 to 4.30 once a month in the Assembly Room of Lambeth Town Hall. A set 

from legendary DJ Mr Wonderful is included. 

 

The cost is £8 a ticket, which includes tea and coffee.  All proceeds go towards 
supporting the Magnolia Clubs, which support people with dementia and their carers.  

Cakes/baked goods are available in return for small donations. 

 
The dates for the rest of this year are July 7th, August 4th, September 8th, October 

13th, November 10th, December 1st and December 22nd.  


