Lambeth Pensioners Action Group

Please Don’t Beggar
Your Neighbours

Lambeth is currently carrying out a
consultation on its budget for the next
financial year, that is, the year which starts
on April 15t 2026. Residents are asked to
complete a survey by ticking boxes in effect
to indicate which three of 18 services should
be spending priorities. Please do not tick
any of the boxes. All of the services are
vitally important to residents.

The accompanying guide from Lambeth
UNISON suggests ways to make a
constructive response to the consultation.
Please also see Libraries below. The
consultation is only open until 19t October.

Ellen Lebethe

Ellen is home and recovering from her fall
and hip replacement but it will be some
weeks yet before she is mobile enough to
travel to the Town Hall.
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Upcoming
Events

Our next open meeting will
be on Monday 20t" October
from noon to 2.30pm. The
meeting will be in Room 1 of the
Town Hall, with the usual tea,
coffee and biscuits. Please bring
prizes for the raffle. We will have
a discussion of ways in which
the tax, National Insurance and
benefits system is rigged so that
the Poor subsidise the Rich.
Please be ready to contribute
any examples of this that occur
to you.

Our stall outside Iceland in
Brixton on Tuesday 28th
October will have to be
postponed because with both
Ellen and Hilary not available we
cannot organise it. We are in
desperate need of more
committee members. If we had
more, we could cope much
better when people are not
available. Please volunteer if
you can possibly spare a few
hours a month.

Chair: Ellen Lebethe 020 7582 5063 elebethe@talktalk.net

Secretaries: Hilary Rock-Gormley hilaryrockgormley@yahoo.co.uk

and Stephen Carlill 020 7274 7008 stephencarlill@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jennie Hall 020 8671 8752 jenniekh@hotmail.com
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Libraries

Two of the weaknesses in the above-mentioned survey are:

e Services are treated as unrelated to each other.

e There is no indication of what each costs.
Without some idea of costs and benefits, it is not possible to sensibly
comment on the value of a service. Libraries provide a good illustration of
this.

A former Leader of the Council, Lib Peck, wrote an article published in Fabian
Review, which is a journal of the Labour right. In it she points out that
residents think libraries and parks account for a major part of local
authorities’ expenditure when this is not correct. However, neither while she
was Leader nor subsequently does Lambeth appear ever to have tried to
correct this misunderstanding.

Libraries account for less than 1% of the Council’s expenditure. They are its
only free drop-in service offering a welcome to any resident. Loneliness is
reputedly the worst thing for anyone’s health, even worse than smoking.
Visiting the local library can delay the need for domiciliary and,
subsequently, residential care which is the Council’s largest expense.
Libraries also support education by providing books and study space, which
is especially valuable for children living in overcrowded accommodation.

Readers who complete the survey might like to include something about the
costs and benefits of libraries in @a comments section. But, please do
emphasise that it is only an illustration and that similar considerations apply
to other services. Parks and leisure centres are obvious examples. Perhaps
less obvious is that keeping Council housing in repair would maximise the
number of properties that can be occupied, reducing the large sums paid for
bed and breakfast accommodation for families without those homes.

The current situation with the minuscule budget for libraries is that the
Council say they have reduced it by a quarter without reducing the opening
hours of any library or reducing the Home Visit service for the housebound.
They have not achieved that saving because the largest expense in running
a library is the cost of staff and UNISON are quite rightly insisting on
adequate staffing, including filling six posts which are currently vacant.
However, this leaves the service with hardly any money to buy books.

Your library needs your support. Please join its Friends’ group. This will
support the library’s work in ways which vary from library to library and
strengthen the campaign for adequate funding by the Council. Laura
Swaffield can provide contact details. As well as being on our committee,
she is the Chair of the Friends of Lambeth Libraries which is an umbrella
organisation for the Friends groups of the individual libraries. Laura’s email
is Iswaffieldl@gmail.com and she is usually at our meetings.



mailto:lswaffield1@gmail.com

Black History Month

October is Black History Month. Lambeth Libraries, with a little help from
library Friends, have put together an excellent programme. Details are at
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/black-history-month

Vaccinations

If you have not had your Winter Flu vaccination yet this year, now is the
time to get it. It is free to anyone aged 65 and over. A Covid booster is
also worth having, but it is now only available on the NHS for those aged
75 and over instead of the previous 70. Those of us under 75 who need it
have to go private and pay £85.

These vaccinations are available in many Chemists’ shops without having to
book an appointment.

Future Meetings

Your committee are always grateful for suggestions for topics for future
meetings. If you know of fun activities or interesting speakers or groups of
entertainers, please mention these.

Spread the Word

Immigrants did not cause the housing crisis. The main causes in brief are:
e Forty years of not building Council homes.
e Twenty years of not maintaining existing Council housing.
e Greedy people buying up property to rent out.

Immigrants do not cause unemployment. They are needed to do the jobs
for which the UK is not training enough people and to do jobs which need
to be done but nobody else is willing to do.

LAMPAG is affiliated to the National Pensioners
Convention, which has an interesting website at
www.npcuk.org. Our own website is at
www.lampag.org
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